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A MESSAGE FROM KEN YUNKER, UNITED WAY BOARD PRESIDENT, 2014-15. 

OUR MISSION 
BRINGING NEIGHBORS AND RESOURCES 
TOGETHER TO IMPROVE LIVES IN UNION COUNTY. 

What do you say to all those in this past year, 
who have made the United Way of Union 
County deliver on its mission to “Bring 
neighbors and resources together to improve 
lives in Union County?”  How many ways can 
we say, “THANK YOU?”  Try 1 million, as in over 
$1,000,000 raised for the first time.   
 
In this issue of the annual report are 
highlights which are made possible by the 
efforts of so many who contribute in time, 
talent, and of course, treasure for the 44 
programs of our 29 partner agencies. 
 
I am proud to say that over the years of my 
involvement with the United Way, our staff, 
board of trustees and committed members of 

all the committees have continued to focus on 
outcome-based programs to deliver the 
ultimate impact to the community.  In the 
“Million Dollar Question,” (Page 9) the role of 
the Community Investment Committee is 
highlighted, and more importantly, how they 
have implemented various measures to 
maintain high visibility and high standards of 
how donor dollars are managed.   Similarly, 
the United Way has continued to coordinate 
the sponsorship of training sessions open to 
all area non-profit entities on organization 
effectiveness and governance. 
 
Thank you once again to all, past, present and 
continuing volunteers who make this a real 
community impact organization. 



WORTH A MILLION BUCKS 
MILLION DOLLAR MILESTONE ACHIEVED! 

The Scotts Associate Board continues to “Gro” with United Way, increasing its United Way workplace campaign 
over the $124,000 mark this year.  A corporate incentive that awarded donors giving $200 or more with an extra 
vacation day paid big dividends.  Pictured from left to right:  Associate Board Members Denise Kanet, Kate 
Merkhofer, Joyce Updike-Sanese, Kendall Roberts, Priscilla Powers, Joy Carmichael, Bonnie Lowry, Laura Briggs, 
Jeremy Burton, and Roger Phillips.  Then United Way President Ken Yunker, Executive Director Shari Marsh, and 
Campaign Chair Mike Rose.  

In 2008, United Way of Union County adopted an 
aggressive Strategic Plan that in part challenged 
volunteers and staff to grow into a $1 million organization.  
Though it took a year longer than expected, that dream has 
become a reality as annual revenues have increased by 
25.5% over the last six years.   
 
That is no small feat  and has been accomplished by the  
increasing generosity of longtime donors, diversification of 
revenue streams, and acquisition of new donors.    
 
“I’m so impressed at how our workplaces and individuals in 
the county have been so supportive of the United Way 
campaign,” said Mike Rose, 2014 Campaign Chair.  “So 
many people ‘get it’ and realize that their gifts help so 
many people.” 
 
The 2014 campaign was one for the record books.  A record 
19 accounts surpassed the $10,000 mark in giving.  
Workplace giving increased by 6% over last year.  United 
Way’s top three corporate supporters, Honda of America, 
Mfg.; Scotts Miracle-Gro; and Nationwide all report 
increases from last year.  Meijer, a newcomer to the local 
giving scene, raised over $13,000 in its first local 

campaign.  Other employers achieving $10,000 or more to 
date include Nestle Product Technology Center, Memorial 
Health, Marysville Schools, Richwood Banking Company, 
the State of Ohio (including the Ohio Reformatory for 
Women), Parker, ContiTech, the City of Marysville, Union 
County Department of Job & Family Services, Industrial 
Ceramic Products, and the Ohio State University.   
 
Giving via direct mail is at an all-time high and up 167% 
from six years ago.  United Way has also benefitted from 
four special events this fall that have brought in an 
additional $51,000, including the All Ohio Balloon Fest, an 
Online Auction, the Honor Our Heroes Quarter 
Marathon/5K, and the LIVE UNITED Radiothon on True 
Oldies 1270. 
 
“You recognize the role that United Way plays in meeting 
the needs of the people of Union County,” Rose said.  “You 
see the needs in our community and they appreciate what 
we’re doing.  Our partner agencies help with immediate 
needs, such as food and shelter, but also assist in life 
enhancing needs, such as program costs to clubs and 
sporting activities.  Thank you!  Without your support, this 
record-setting year would not have been possible.” 



HONDA OF AMERICA, MFG.  $239,490 

SCOTTS MIRACLE-GRO   $128,292 

NATIONWIDE      $92,201 

NESTLE PRODUCT TECHNOLOGY CENTER   $57,288 

DIRECT MAIL CAMPAIGN     $51,366 

MEMORIAL HEALTH      $36,852 

MARYSVILLE SCHOOLS     $20,000 

STATE OF OHIO      $17,930 

HONOR OUR HEROES RUN    $17,352 

ALL-OHIO BALLOON FEST     $17,100 

RICHWOOD BANKING COMPANY    $15,558 

MEIJER       $13,889 

PARKER       $13,372 

CONTITECH      $12,400 

CITY OF MARYSVILLE     $12,260 

UNION CO. DEPT. OF JOB & FAMILY SERVS.   $10,267 

INDUSTRIAL CERAMIC PRODUCTS    $10,184 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY     $10,133 

ONLINE AUCTION      $10,092 

MCCARTHY & COX       $8,380 

LIVE UNITED RADIOTHON ON QT-1270     $7,157 

UPS         $6,818 

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF DD      $6,718 

SELECT SIRES        $6,575 

TECHNOLOGY SITE PLANNERS      $6,180 
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OUR TOP DONORS 
COMBINED CORPORATE & EMPLOYEE SUPPORT 



They are our top donors.  Leaders of our community, all 
giving most generously.  They are our Pillar Society 
Members, true “pillars” of our community, giving of their 
time, talent, and treasure to make an impact in our 
neighborhoods and places of work.  They are shining 
examples of commitment, ensuring that services vital to the 
well-being of our community are maintained.   

  
“There are so many good 
things going on in Union 
County that it can be difficult 
to consider how best to 
support worthwhile efforts,” 
said Holly Novak, Branch 
Manager of Interim Health 
Care.  “I see United Way as 
the perfect solution.  I can 
share my time and resources 
in a way that results in a 
greater impact. 
 
“I appreciate knowing that 
United Way funded 
organizations are reaching a 
higher standard of 
accountability.  We know 

that through the process of becoming and remaining a United 
Way organization, there will be results that are truly making 
differences in our communities.” 
 
Dr. Mark Stover is a surgeon at Memorial Hospital of Union 
County.  He has been a Pillar Society Member for three years.   

“Being a physician, there is 
not a day that goes by that I 
do not see the positive 
impact United Way has on our 
community” he said.  
“Supporting the United Way 
at the Pillar Society level is 
simply the right thing for me to do.  It signifies that I fully 
support the United Way, its mission, and funded partners.  I 
have been blessed in life and have an obligation to give 
something back to others in our community.” 
 
Membership in the Pillar Society begins at $600 and includes 
recognition in our annual Membership Directory and 
invitations to social networking functions.   
 
“It was said ‘No one ever became poor because of giving,’” 
said Dr. Stover.  “I encourage anyone who has the financial 
means to open their hearts and donate at the Pillar Society 
level.  It’s the right thing to do.” 
 
“It is much more rewarding to give than to receive,” said Dr. 
Lisa Lee, who works at Scotts Miracle-Gro.  “When we reach 
the stage in our life that we are capable to give more, it is a 
joy.  Be generous if you are capable.” 
 
“I was born and raised in Union County and have benefitted 
greatly from neighbors who pull together as needed to help 
each other,” said Jim Schrader, President of Technology Site 
Planners in Plain City.  “Participating in United Way provides 
me with the opportunity to pay forward a small portion of 
what I have received.” 

Holly Novak (middle) with her daughter Liz and son Matt.  Beyond their generous financial contribution, the Novaks 
also volunteer their time to United Way.  Holly serves on the Community Care Day Committee each year. She 
encourages those who have had even a fleeting thought about giving to act on that thought and get involved with 
United Way. 

THE PILLAR SOCIETY 
UNITED WAY’S TRUE SUPER HEROES! 



GOLD LEVEL - $1,250 AND UP * 
INDIVIDUALS 
Teresa Boissiere 
Kara Brown 
Lucas Braun 
Joe Case 
Charles & Karen Chuvalas 
Randy Coleman 
Susan Conner 
Melissa Craley 
Maj. Gen. Oscar & Ella Decker 
Aimee Deluca 
Jeffrey Demeny 
David & Susan Drummond 
Randy & Silvia Dyer 
Scott Failor 
Stephen Finley 
Gary Gibeaut 
Doug Gilg 
Sheri Gray 
Martin Gurnsey 

Mike & Laurie Heifner 
Chip & Staci Hubbs 
Wendy Huffman 
Michael Irving 
Frank Jenkins 
David & Katherine Klug 
Jim & Shari Marsh 
Jon Mastny 
Rachel McClenathan 
Erin Ottersbach 
Jennifer Paine 
Michelle Perry-Farley 
Lisa Rine 
Mike & Lisa Rose 
Christopher & Noreen Runyan 
Charles & Barb Sattler 
Susan Scheeres 
Martin Shroyer 
Rose Speicher 
Steve & Mardy Stolte 

Aaron Story 
Kenneth Theiss 
Randolph & Kristina Williams 
Troy & Christy Wright 
Five Anonymous Donors 
 
BUSINESSES 
Adecco 
City of Marysville 
Honda Lock R&D 
Honda Transmission, Mfg. 
Lowe’s 
Marysville Public Library 
McCarthy & Cox 
Mental Health & Recovery Board 
PNC 
Technology Site Planners 
Union County DJFS 
 

PLATINUM LEVEL - $2,500 AND UP * 
INDIVIDUALS 
Dr. David Applegate 
Jim & Faye Cox 
Eugene & Debra Duran 
Tony & Megan Eufinger 
David Ford 
George Freeman 
Jeanne Haynes 
Robert Oberst 

Ken & Penny Yunker 
Two Anonymous Donors 
 
BUSINESSES 
Dayton Power & Light 
Jerome Village 
Memorial Health 
Select Sires 
 

THE PILLAR SOCIETY 
UNITED WAY’S TRUE SUPER HEROES! 

DIAMOND LEVEL - $5,000 AND UP * 
INDIVIDUALS 
James Hagedorn 
 
 
 

BUSINESSES 
Industrial Ceramic Products 
Parker 
Richwood Banking Company 
One Anonymous Business 

CHAMPION LEVEL - $10,000 AND UP * 
BUSINESSES 
All-Ohio Balloon Festival 
Honda of America, Mfg. 
Nationwide 

 
Nestle  
Scotts Miracle-Gro 
 



SILVER LEVEL - $900 AND UP * 

INDIVIDUALS 
David Allen 
Gillian Anantharaman 
Brian Baker 
Ryan Beaty 
Forrest Beasley 
Dave & Carrie Bezusko 
Annette Birch 
Ken Boehm 
Brian Bornino 
Veronica Brady 
Bob Bridges 
Andy Britt 
Bruce Bullerman 
Connie Burton 
John Cannizzaro 
Sargent Chamberlain 
William & Anna Chang 
Keith Clark 
James Costello 
Tracy Degood 
Judy Dixon-Denune 
Chassity Dougherty 
Jeff Ehlers 
Carrie Ellis 
Ken Erickson 
John & Charlotte Eufinger 
Spence Fisher 
Dan & Betty Fogt 
Michael Fogus 
Don Fraser 
Angela Gamble 
Bill Gibson 
Leann Gieseck 
John Gore 
Melissa Hackett 

Karen Hammond 
Beverly Hanshaw 
Krista Heins 
Paul Henley 
Dave High 
Jackie Hites 
James & Dina Hodnichak 
Christina Horan 
Stephanie Howard 
David & Sue Irwin 
Janet James 
Joshua Jenkins 
Nancy Jillisky 
Laura Juncewicz 
Julie Kale 
Malinda Kelley 
Jacqueline Kershaw 
Thomas Kuharcik 
Alicia Knapke-Stanley 
Rick & Markge Lafollette 
Nathan Lambert 
Deanna Loudon 
Roland Machattie 
John Mandzak 
Rob McCreary 
Barb Nicol 
Avanelle Oberlin 
Teresita Pascual 
Matt Phillips 
Donald Piché 
John & Julia Popio 
Michelle Proia-Roe 
Dean & Penelope Rushmore 
Priscilla Powers 
Kimberly Rygielski 
Stephen Salsbury 

Jamie Sanders 
James & Kathleen Schrader 
Mark Scheiwer 
Michael Streng 
Nick Studds 
Homer Thrall 
Dr. Victor Trianfo 
Rochelle Twining 
Natasha Webster 
Melissa Whaley 
Kimberly Wilson 
Jim & Mary Jane Wing 
Steve & Bonnie Yurasek 
Kim Zacharias 
20 Anonymous Donors 
 
BUSINESSES 
Ashland, Inc. 
Asian Café  
Chase 
Crown Motor Company 
Culver’s 
Good as Gold Promotions 
Hogan Tire & Service  
John Deere Training Center 
Lambert Jewelers 
Marysville Assoc. of Realtors 
Peters Photography 
UPS 

This list may not 
acknowledge all eligible 
contributors.   
 Some companies 

conducting workplace 
giving campaigns do not 
release donor names.   

 Some workplaces have a 
policy that does not allow 
publication of donors.  

 Some Pillar Society 
members wish to remain 
anonymous.   

 Per company policy, all 
associates from Honda of 
America, Manufacturing 
are listed anonymously.  

If you made a Pillar Society-
level gift and are not 
acknowledged in this 
directory, please contact 
United Way of Union County 
at (937) 644-8381.    

INDIVIDUALS 
David Barfuss 
James Barnes 
Dan & Melanie Behrens 
Arun Biswas 
Sheri Cannode 
Genevieve Cole 
Sheri Coleman 
Steve & Mary Ann Conley 
Jonathan Cook 
Scott & Diane Coon 
William Hall 
Brenda Harris 
Jeff Herriott 
Sheryl Janney 
Kenneth & Teresa Jewell 
Mary Jolly 
Otto Jung 
Julie Lawson 

Dr. Lisa Lee 
Jon Moyer 
Elaine Nichols 
Dale O’Donnell 
Edsel & Soledad Palag 
William Parrott 
Doug & Cindy Ritter 
Teresa Robison 
Timothy Rose 
Alan Seymour 
Linda Shandle 
Tim Smith 
Dr. Mark Stover 
Alan Swayne, Jr. 
Joyce Updike-Sanese 
Cindy Vollrath 
Alan Wilson, CPA 
Nine Anonymous Donors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BUSINESSES 
American Electric Power 
Bob Chapman Ford 
Community Action 
Organization 
Honda Marysville 
Liberty National Bank 
Meijer 
Taste of Marysville 
Union County Family YMCA 
Union County Foundation 
Union County Health Dept. 
 

BRONZE LEVEL - $600 AND UP * 



42 Ventures 
A Cut Above 
Acloche 
Active Healthy Lifestyles 
Acupuncture & More 
Adecco 
African Safari Wildlife Park 
Agape Imaging 
Alan Wilson, CPA 
Allen, Yurasek, Merklin &  
     Owens-Ruff 
Alliance Data 
Allstate 
Al's Leather Craft 
American Electric Power 
Amish Heritage Country Market 
Amos Press 
Amtecko Industries 
Anheuser-Busch, Inc. 
Applebees 
Area Energy & Electric 
Arena District 
Ariel Corporation 
Ashland, Inc. 
Asian Café Buffet & Grill 
AT&T 
Autowise Service & Tire Center 
Autozone 
Avon - Sandy Evans 
BalletMet Columbus 
Bank of America 
Barnes & Thornburg 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Benny's Pizza 
Best Buy 
Big Lots 
Blues Creek Golf Club 
Bob Chapman Ford 
Boston's Restaurant 
Buck Ridge Golf Course 
Buckeye Chiropractic 
Buckeye Hall of Fame  
     Grill 
Buffalo Wild Wings 
Cannizzaro, Bridges,  
     Jillisky & Streng 
CAPA 
Cardinal Health 
Carriage Court 
Carrie Bezusko, LMT 
Cass Information  
     Systems 
Central Ohio & WV CFC 
Central Ohio Youth  
     Center 
Champaign Bank 
Chase 
Checkered Flag Express 
Cherry Hawk Farm 
Chipotle 
Cindy Owens Shay,  
     Realtor 
City of Columbus CCC 
City of Marysville 
Clarity Technology  
     Solutions 
Cleveland Browns 
Columbia Gas of Ohio 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
 

Columbus Museum of  
     Art 
Columbus Zoo &  
     Aquarium 
Community & Seasoned  
     Citizens 
Community Action Organization 
Community Markets 
Community Services Assoc. 
Conrad Leibold Woerner & Co. 
Consolidated Electric 
Conti-Tech 
COSI 
Crown Motor Company 
Cue Stick Café 
Culver's 
Cunningham Trucking, Inc. 
Dairy Queen 
Dan Niederkhor, O.D. 
Darby Creek Dental 
Dave's Pharmacy 
Dayton Power & Light 
Denny's Pizza & Drive-Thru 
Dianna Griffin Photography 
Discount Fashion Warehouse 
Dr. John Linscott 
Dr. Pepper / Snapple Group 
DSW 
Dublin City Schools 
Duck Dynasty 
Dutch Mill Greenhouse 
East of Chicago Pizza 

Edgewater Place 
Edible Arrangements 
Edward Jones - Joie Zorman 
Eli Lilly 
EMC 
Emerson Climate Technologies 
Emerson Network Power 
Enchanted Care Learning Center 
Eufinger Law Offices 
Express 
Express Scripts 
Fairbanks Local Schools 
Family Video 
Fiesta Grande 
Fifth Third Bank 
First Energy Foundation 
First Federal Community Bank 
First National Bank of PA 
FirstEnergy 
FirstMerit Bank 
Fischer Homes 
Fit & Furry Spa 
Fly Ohio Ballooning 
Frames by Sara 
Franklin County  
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Funny Bone Comedy Club & Cafe 
GBQ Partners 
Good as Gold Promotions, LLC 
Goodies Galore 
Goodies 'N More 
Grange Insurance 
Hampton Inn Marysville 
Heartland of Marysville 
Hickory Lane Farms 
Hogan Tire & Service 
Holbrook & Manter 
Holiday Inn Express 
Hollywood Casino 
Honda Lock R&D 
Honda Marysville Motorsports 
Honda of America, Mfg. 
Honda Transmission, Mfg. 
Huntington 
IBM 
Industrial Ceramic Products 
Ingram Funeral Home 
Integrity Athletics 
Interim Health Care 
International Paper 
Jason C. Stoner, DDS 
Jazzercise 
JB's Pet Corral 
Jerome Township 
Jerome Village 
Jim & Sandy Evans 
John Deere Training Center 
Jonathan Alder Local Schools 
Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter 
Keller Williams - Virginia Elliott 
Keller Williams Consultant  
     Realty 
Ken Davis & Sons, Inc. 
Kennedy Dental 
Ketchum's Garage 
Kibby's Custom Catering 
Knights of Columbus 
Kokosing Construction 
Koltenbah Rentals 
Kroger 
Lambert Jewelers 
Lehman Bookkeeping Solutions 
Liberty National Bank 
Limited Brands 
Little Tony's Pizzeria 
Loving Care Hospice 
Lowe's 
Lucasey's Italian Bistro 
Macy`s 

Mad River Mountain 
Mailings by Brooke 
Marmon Valley Farms 
Marsh & McClellan 
Maryhaven 
Marysville Association of  
     Realtors 
Marysville Evening Lions Club 
Marysville First United  
     Methodist Church 
Marysville Journal-Tribune 
Marysville Moose 
Marysville Public Library 
Marysville Schools 
maurices 
McCarthy & Cox 
Meijer 
Memorial Health 
Mental Health & Recovery Board  
     of Union County 
Metter Toledo 
Mettler Toledo United States 
Mid-Ohio Concrete Floors 
Midwest Express 
Milholland Financial 
Motorists Insurance Group 
Mount Carmel Health System 
Mrs. Renison's Donuts 
NAIER 
Napa Auto Parts 
Nationwide 
Nationwide Children`s Hospital 
Nestle PTC 
New York Life 
North Union Local Schools 
OCLC 
Office Max 
Ohio Reformatory for Women 
Ohio State University    
OhioHealth 
Old Bag of Nails 
Olive Garden 
One Call Lawn Care 
Online Auction 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
     Church 
Paramount Health Care 
Parker 
Parrott Implement Company 
Patterson Pools 
Paychex, Inc. 
Peters Photography 
Physicians CareConnection 
Plotner Hardware 
PNC 
Rea & Associates 
Richwood Banking Company 
Richwood Cardinal Market 
Richwood Civic Center 
Richwood Family Dental 
Richwood Gazette 
Richwood Laundry 
Richwood Pharmacy 
Richwood Tire & Auto Center 
Richwood VFW Post #870 
Richwood-North Union Public  
     Library 
Rockwell Sales 
Rotary Club of Union County 
Royal Inspections 
Rummell-Brill Insurance 
S. Richard Scott, D.D.S. 
Sabre Cat Bats 
Salon 122 
Sam Jackson Auto Body 
Schulze, Howard & Cox 
Scotts Miracle-Gro Company 
Select Sires 
Sesame Workshop 

Shine FM 
Sibcy Cline Realtors 
Smiling Daisy Café 
SplatterPark Paintball Games 
Squire Patton Boggs, LLP 
St. John's Lutheran Church 
State of Ohio    
Stofcheck-Ballinger Funeral  
     Homes 
Subway 
Sumitomo Electric Wiring  
     Systems, Inc. 
T. Marzetti 
TECHnology SITE Planners, Inc. 
Telhio Credit Union 
Ten Point Complete  
The Andersons 
The Power of One Coaching 
The Ribbon Box 
The Salvation Army 
This Week News 
Timberview Golf Club 
Tolles Career & Technical Center 
Tom Ross Automotive 
Transportation Research Center 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
True Oldies 1270 AM 
True Performance 
Truitt & Truitt Optometrists 
Turning Point 
Tween Brands 
U-Co Industries 
Underwood Funeral Home 
Union County Auditor`s Office 
Union County Board of DD 
Union County Chamber of  
     Commerce 
Union County Commissioners  
     Office 
Union County Common Pleas 
Court 
Union County Coroner's Office 
Union County Department of Job  
     & Family Services 
Union County Engineer`s Office 
Union County Family YMCA 
Union County FOP 
Union County Foundation 
Union County Health  
     Department 
Union County Humane Society 
Union County Prosecutor`s  
     Office 
Union County Senior Services /  
     UCATS 
Union County Sheriff`s Office 
Union County Treasurer`s Office 
Union Rural Electric 
UPS 
Uptown Steakhouse 
USB 
Villa Restaurant 
Vineyard Church of Marysville 
Wal-Mart 
Warm Up America! Foundation 
Wasserstrom 
West Central Community  
     Correctional Facility 
Westfield Insurance 
Wheel of Fortune 
White Castle 
Whit's Frozen Custard 
Windsor & Community Seniors 
Wing Builders 
Wings Enrichment Center 
Wyandot 
Yummy's 

CORPORATE PARTNERS 



With the 2014-15 campaign raising 6% more than last year, 
allocations are also up 6% from 2014.  19 programs will 
receive increased funding in 2015.  Meantime, our 
fundraising and administrative budget is up only 3.8%. 
 
The result is record-level support for our Funded Partners.  
The Board of Trustees approved $755, 945 at its January 
meeting for use in 2015.  The money will be split among 44 
programs of 29 local agencies. 
 
“Every year, it is tough to choose how to fund each program,” 
said Sherri Coleman, a United Way Board Member.  “We 
review all of the information collected during agency visits.  
We discuss how the agencies are utilizing the money from 
United Way and how the Community is benefitting from those 
services.  The Committee also looks at what type of services 
are being provided in regard to the four United Way areas of 
impact. The programs that provide services dealing with 
basic human needs like food and shelter are given first 
priority.  Luckily this year we were able to meet a majority of 
the requests due to the generous donations.” 
 
Donor dollars to United Way will reach six area pantries, two 
shelters, four senior centers, an after-school youth center, a 
homeless prevention program, rent and utility assistance, 
disaster relief, prescription medication, hospice care, cancer 
support, youth activities, and more.  Additional funds will be 
set aside for grant requests that arise throughout the year.                               

The United Way’s Community 
Investment Committee 
consists of 18 volunteers who 
recently concluded the five-
month process to review the 44 program applications.  This 
process includes face-to-face agency interviews along with a 
review of the written applications and financial data for each 
applicant.  Each volunteer team submits a written evaluation 
of their assessment for the entire committee’s review and 
discussion.  Once committee consensus is reached, a funding 
recommendation is compiled for submission to the United 
Way Board of Trustees.  Using this process, the volunteers 
determine the higher priorities for funding and ensure that 
Partner Agencies are well managed. 
 
“The tough decisions come into play when we cannot award a 
dollar amount requested, but must decrease that amount to 
ensure we are doing the greater good,” said Tricia Clayton, a 
Nurse Manager at Memorial Health and a Community 
Investment Committee volunteer.  “We consider various 
factors, such as the agency’s budget and how well controlled 
their spending is.  We also look at the timeliness of 
submitting quarterly reports back to the United Way.  They 
are encouraged to attend the various training sessions 
provided by the United Way each year, which assists them in 
meeting all requirements.   All of these factors are 
considered, as agencies are held accountable to the 
standards set forth by United Way.” 

Your United Way donation will make a difference in four Impact Areas, including Emergency & Basic needs.  The 
Plain City Food Pantry is one of six pantries that will receive money from the fall campaign in 2015.   

THE MILLION DOLLAR QUESTION 
HOW WE’RE SPENDING YOUR DONOR DOLLARS 



American Red Cross Union County Chapter                                (937) 642-6651 
www.redcross.org 
Emergency Services - Respond to needs of local residents after house fires and other natural disasters.                 $32,000.00               
Armed Forces Emergency Services - Connects local troops with their families.                    $9,000.00   
Blood Services - Red Cross bloodmobiles promote and collect blood donations for area hospitals.                           $3,500.00 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Union County                                (937) 642-0472 
www.emarysville.com/bbbs/index.php 
Youth Mentoring - Matches adults with children in long and short-term mentoring relationships.                        $24,000.00 
 
Boy Scouts Simon Kenton Council                                         (614) 436-7200 
www.skcscouts.org   
Traditional Scouting - Leadership and character building skills for boys ages 7-21 in Union County.                     $6,245.74 
 
Child Care Network                                                                (937) 64-CHILD 
www.emarysville.com/child-care-network  
Daycare Financial Aid - Child care and free referrals to certified providers for all Union County residents.            $1,754.20 
 
Community and Seasoned Citizens                                                                                                           (937) 644-9801 
Recreational, social, and educational opportunities - for residents 50 years of age or older in Union County.       $7,500.00    
 
Discovery Riders Therapeutic Riding & Learning Center                                    (937) 935-6545 
www.discoveryriders.com   
Therapeutic Riding -  Horsemanship for developmentally disabled people to learn life skills and confidence.         $3,000.00 
Anti-Bullying - A four-week, in-classroom curriculum for 2nd and 4th graders to identify and reduce bullying.      $2,280.00     
Positive Social Interaction - Riders join 4-H and show their lesson horse at the County Fair.                                   $1,360.00  
 
Girl Scouts of Ohio’s Heartland                                                                                                                  (800) 621-7042 
www.gsoh.org         
Leadership Development Program -  Character building skills for more than 500 Union County girls.                   $5,000.00              
 
Heart of Ohio Homeless Shelter                                   (740) 387-4550 
www.heartofohiohomelessshelter.org   
Emergency short-term homeless shelter  - Structured environment for families and individuals.                          $22,000.00      
           
Helpline                                                                                            211 or (855) 833-3696 
www.unioncounty211.org            
211 -  Live, local, 24-hour, 365-day information and referral hotline for all social service questions.                       $11,000.00 
 
Legal Aid Society                                                                                                        (888) 301-2411 
www.columbuslegalaid.org            
Legal counsel and advice for low-income residents -  in areas of family law, housing, consumer rights.             $11,000.00 
 
Loving Care Hospice                                                                                                                     (800) 313-6458 
www.lovingcare.us    
Short-term respite, bereavement, and in-home care - for terminally ill patients and their families.                     $31,000.00     
 
Maryhaven at the Mills Center                       (937) 644-9192 
www.maryhaven.com     
The North Star Center - After-school teen center in Richwood.  (740) 531-0698                                                  $21,000.00               
Leadership Club – 40 Developmental Assets education to 4th and 5th graders in schools countywide.         $10,500.00   
Project ALERT - In-school drug & alcohol prevention for 7th and 8th graders countywide.                                  $10,500.00       
Union County Youth 2 Youth -  Leadership development via peer led activities.                         $10,500.00 
 
Memorial Health                                                                            (937) 644-6115  
www.memorialohio.com 
Mobile Meals - In-home delivery to homebound residents over the age of 60.                                            $23,000.00 
Community Meals - Lunches served at three gathering sites in Union County.                                                          $9,000.00   
Supplemental Meals - In-home delivery to homebound residents under the age of 60.                                              $6,500.00 
Speech and Hearing Therapy - for uninsured patients with communications disorders.                                           $5,000.00  

2015 FUNDED PARTNERS 



North Union Personal Needs Pantry                                                                                                       (740) 943-3111 
Personal hygiene items - Cleaning supplies and needs not covered by food stamps.                                                $3,000.00               
 
Plain City Free Clinic                                                                                                                      (614) 873-8021 
Prescription Voucher Program - Medication for those living in the Alder and Fairbanks School Districts.           $1,463.17       
 
Pleasant Valley Seniors                                                                                                       (614) 873-8870  
Educational and Recreational Opportunities and Services - for Plain City area senior citizens.                         $9,500.00                 
                      
Richwood Civic Center                                                                                                                      (740) 943-2310 
www.facebook.com/pages/Richwood-Civic-Center/138485712882843 
Activities/Education/Health & Wellness - Community center and socialization programs.                                  $21,500.00                
            
The Salvation Army                                                                                                                     (937) 738-7604 
http://co.salvationarmy.org/CentralOhio 
Homeless Prevention Program - Rent and utility assistance for families in a housing crisis.                                 $80,000.00               
Direct / Rapid Re-Housing for Homeless Families - Move-in costs for already homeless families.                      $30,000.00   
Food Pantry Network - Includes coordination and funding of:                                                                                $35,000.00 
 The Salvation Army Food Pantry   (937) 738-7604 
 Milford Center Food Pantry    (937) 349-3741                          
 Plain City Food Pantry    (614) 733-0909   http://www.facebook.com/pages/Plain-City-Food-Pantry/139834059420358 
              Richwood Emergency Assistance Program          (740) 943-3130                          
 

Turning Point                                                                                                            1 (800) 232-6505 
www.turningpoint6.com  
Emergency shelter and support - for victims of domestic violence, group meetings and legal advocacy.              $25,000.00  
 
Union County Cancer Society                                                                                                                     (937) 642-3910 
www.unioncountycancersociety.org 
Patient Assistance - Financial support and reimbursement for medication, transportation, and equipment.             $23,000.00   
 
Union County Family YMCA                                                                                                       (937) 578-4250 
www.unioncountyymca.org        
Scholarships for Y services - Summer camps, aquatics, sports, fitness, gymnastics and other activities.                $23,500.00 
 
Union County Guardianship Services                                                 (937) 645-3041 
www.ucvgp.org 
Volunteer Guardians - Volunteers legally manage personal and financial affairs of aged, disabled residents.         $5,000.00               
              
Union County Health Department                                                                                                       (937) 642-2053 
www.uchd.net 
Prescription Voucher Program - for prescription medication, up to $125 per year per individual.                        $14,000.00               
 
Union County Personal Needs Pantry                                  (937) 303-4209 
www.hopecenterohio.org/compassionPersonalNeeds.php 
Personal hygiene items - Cleaning supplies and needs not covered by food stamps.                                               $12,000.00              
 
Windsor & Community Seniors                                                                                                                    (937) 644-8464 
www.windsorseniors.org 
Educational and Recreational Opportunities and Services - for Marysville area senior citizens.                          $5,500.00 
 
Wings Enrichment Center                                                                                                       (937) 642-9555 
http://www.facebook.com/WingsEnrichmentCenter?rf=154318581272333 
Peer Support / Job Club - Informal setting for mental health consumers to meet, discuss, and learn new skills.   $11,000.00 
 
United Way Programs  www.unitedwayofunioncounty.org                                      (937) 644-8381 or (877) 644-8381 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library - Early childhood literacy program for children under age 5.                          $23,000.00   
Community Care Day - Our annual one-day volunteer experience.                                                                         $17,000.00 
Grant Fund - For funding additional program requests through 2015                   $18,600.00 
Union County Reserve Fund - for organizational emergencies                $5,700.00               
Youth Arts & Recreation Grant Fund - Pays participation fee for children in qualifying youth organizations.      $1,811.20 
Program Related Expenses - Community Needs Assessment, Non-Profit Trainings, Agency Relations, etc.      $110,231.14 
Donor Designations to Other United Ways                $13,500.00 
 

TOTAL 2015 UNITED WAY COMMUNITY SUPPORT                                                             $755,945.45 



Three or four times a week, 
Sandy Ladd stops by 
Carolena’s house to visit.  

She takes her shopping.  Goes with her to doctor’s 
appointments.  They eat lunch together.  Ladd is more than 
a good neighbor to a senior citizen suffering from dementia.  
She’s a volunteer for Union County Guardianship Services.   
 
“It fills my heart with joy,” Ladd said.  “It just gives me a 
sense of purpose to be able to help someone who doesn’t 
expect it.  She doesn’t expect me to visit her, or go and fix 
her hair or, do some yard work.  And in return, she gives me 
so much love.  Her eyes light up and she’s just so happy that 
I’m there.” 
 
For the last year, Ladd has served as Carolena’s co-
guardian.  This court-appointed arrangement matches a 
volunteer, like Ladd, with a vulnerable adult, like Carolena, 
who lacks the capacity to make personal or financial 
decisions on their own because of dementia, mental illness, 
or developmental disability.  A guardian makes daily life 
decisions for their client, including where they live, medical 
care, and activities.   
    
You cannot be a person’s legal guardian if you are not a 
resident of the state.  So in some cases, even though the 
local resident may have active and involved family 

members, if they live out of state they may need to have a 
guardian. 
 
Since it was founded in 2011, Union County Guardianship 
Services has grown to service 120 clients, only 43 percent of 
whom are senior citizens.  The organization recently added 
a pair of part-time social workers to handle the more 
challenging situations, but still relies on volunteers for the 
vast majority of clients.  Volunteer applicants must provide 
five references and undergo a criminal background check.  
When approved, they are asked to visit with their client at 
least twice a month and serve as legal guardian until 
circumstances change, such as a family member stepping 
back into the client’s life, a move to another state, or death. 
 
There is also a Volunteer Friendship Program which can be 
likened to a “Big Brothers Big Sisters” for adults.  Without 
the legal component, volunteers take time to regularly visit 
with seniors to talk, help answer the mail or make phone 
calls with them to help them avoid getting scammed.  
 
“There are seniors in their homes who need someone to 
visit them,” said Ladd.  “To say ‘hello.’  To take them for a 
walk.  Just so they can see another smiling human face, 
know that someone cares and that they’re not left out.  They 
want to see people.  And as a community, we need to 
connect with them.  It’s our responsibility.” 

Sandy Ladd (left) and Carolena Trees (right) enjoy the recent Senior Fair put on by Union County Senior Services.  The 
pair have been matched by Union County Guardianship Services, a new United Way Partner Agency, so that Ladd can 
help Trees with day-to-day decisions and activities.  

GUARDIAN ANGELS 
NEW PARTNER AGENCY MATCHES VOLUNTEERS 
WITH COMMUNITY’S MOST VULNERABLE 



They may not typically wear red capes.  But staff and volunteers of Loving Care Hospice are considered super heroes 
by the families they serve.  Here, Jason Lambert (in cape) and Aimee Blumenschein (back) provide support for patient 
Shirley Brown and her family. 

HOSPICE HEROES 
YOUR GIFT MAKES IN-HOME CARE AVAILABLE TO ALL 

A lengthy list of ailments plagued Shirley Brown the last five 
years of her life.  Colon cancer spread to her liver.  A blood 
clot in her lung.  Two brain tumors.  Surgeries and multiple 
hospital stays.   
 
“It’s not so bad,” said the resilient 79-year old Marysville 
resident in May with a sincere smile on her face.  “God is 
good and everything is taken care of, so I don’t have to worry 
about it.  I have a good family.” 
 
With Chuck, her husband of 59 years by her side, along with 
two loving children, three grandkids, and one adorable great-
granddaughter, she also had the help of Loving Care Hospice/
Home Health in her home nearly every step of the way.  
Brown, a retired middle school teacher and basketball/track 
coach at North Union passed away three weeks after our 
interview.  But with faith, family, and Loving Care staff as her 
support system, Shirley maintained a positive attitude 
through her suffering.  Counting each day as a blessing, 
Shirley lived a lot longer than her doctor expected.   
 
“I told Grandma, ‘You’re going to have to stick around.  I have 
something special for you!’” said granddaughter Ashley, 
when she called to announce her big news of the pending 
birth of her great-granddaughter Amelia two years ago.  

Shirley was able to play with Amelia and even made the 100-
mile trip to the baby’s dedication at church.   
 
Earlier this year, Shirley no longer qualified for Home Health 
Care and needed palliative care to be provided by Loving Care 
Hospice.  That’s where your United Way donor dollars kicked 
in.  United Way provided nearly $30,000 in Palliative Care to 
area residents this year alone, with a goal of symptom 
management to reduce unnecessary hospital admissions, 
keep patients comfortable at home, and connect families to 
other needed resources that are available in the community.   
 
“Focusing on symptom management and connecting families 
with community resources is a big part of our palliative 
program,” said Jason Lambert, MSW, social worker for Loving 
Care.  “Without United Way dollars, we could not provide this 
support for our patients.” 
 
“The patients are definitely the reason I do this,” said Aimee 
Blumenschein, the nurse working with the Brown family for 
the past year.  “I feel like I’ve been with the Browns for years.  
They’ve welcomed me like a part of their family and were 
open to everything we talked about.  Faith-building, seeing 
the bigger picture, being realistic about Shirley’s condition, 
accepting all of the avenues we discussed with them.” 



Several high-profile incidents 
involving National Football 
League stars caused the issue 
of domestic violence to rise to 
the headlines this fall.  Outrage 
resulted as graphic videos and 
descriptions of assaults hit 
mainstream media.  

Unfortunately, these incidents are not new or isolated.  Nor 
are they foreign to Union County.  Similar acts of abuse occur 
in our neighbors’ homes on a regular basis.   
 
“We’re outraged daily,” said Kristi Butler, Community 
Education Coordinator of Turning Point, the domestic 
violence shelter that serves Union County.  “Sometimes we 
feel like people aren’t ‘getting it.’  Because they’re not 
‘seeing’ it happen like they just did on TV.  We see it more 
than normal.  With all the things that have gone on in the 
NFL, it has raised awareness.” 
 
The Ohio Attorney General reports that Union County law 
enforcement responded to 114 domestic-related calls last 
year.  The Health Policy Institute reports that 250-460 Union 
County adults are physically abused each year by a current 
or former partner. 
 
Abuse comes in many forms, including physical, emotional, 
verbal, sexual, and financial abuse.  Name calling is verbal 
abuse. Threatening to take children and isolating the victim 
are emotional abuse.  Forced sex is a means of sexual abuse.  
Having total control of a household’s money is a form of 
financial abuse.  Domestic violence is a pattern of abusive 

behavior that happens over and over and escalates in 
severity over time. 
 
“Think about an ice sculpture,” Butler said.  “You chip away 
a little here and a little there.  And by the time you get done, 
where you once had a beautiful ice sculpture, now you have a 
small piece of ice.  That’s what domestic violence does.  It 
chips away until the victim is a mere shell of who they used 
to be.  And that’s how people come to us at the shelter.” 
 
Turning Point receives an average of 50 crisis hotline calls 
from Union County every year.  Approximately 10 Union 
County adults and 10 Union County children are housed in its 
Marion shelter each year, with an average stay of 62 days.  
15 additional Union County adults are served annually in the 
Victims’ Rights Advocacy Program.   
 
“If we had an actual shelter in all six counties we serve, I 
think our numbers would come up,” Butler said.  “There’s an 
animal shelter in every county, but not a domestic violence 
shelter.  We don’t need another hotline.  What we need is 
money to help victims.  And that’s where we fall short.” 
 
Turning Point is receiving $25,000 in United Way funding 
this year.  Butler says funding remains one of the shelter’s 
biggest issues.  The other is prevention.  She says so much 
of what they do is reactionary. 
 
“We’re in the schools.  We’re discussing prevention, 
teaching kids that you have to be respectful to your partner.  
Will our awareness from the national media trickle down?  Or 
will we all move on to something else?” 

Safety and counseling are available for local domestic violence victims at Turning Point, our Partner Agency.  Visit 
www.turningpoint6.com. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
TAKES SPOTLIGHT IN FALL 



Your donations allowed us to present The Salvation Army with a $10,000 emergency grant in October to help cover 
expenses that served 27 households who lost their homes during the May 11 fire at the Windsor Hi-Rise Apartments 
in Marysville.   

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
REMAINS HOT ISSUE AFTER WINDSOR FIRE 

Months after a fire destroyed the Windsor Hi-Rise apartments 
on Marysville’s south side, the impact is still rippling through 
the local social service community.  United Way awarded a 
$10,000 emergency grant in October to The Salvation Army to 
help replenish the agency’s housing programs.  The 
Salvation Army had run out of money to serve local clients in 
September after spending $115,000 to serve 27 households 
who lost their home in the unprecedented disaster on May 11.     
 
“In Union County, we usually serve 20 homeless families a 
year,” said Beth Fetzer-Rice, Director of Housing for The 
Salvation Army.  “We served more than that through the 
Windsor Fire alone!  This large disaster significantly tapped 
our resources and impacted the funds we had available to 
help other families for the remainder of the year.” 
 
The Salvation Army called on staff from Delaware, Franklin, 
and Morrow Counties to assist their Union County social 
workers in the immediate aftermath of the blaze.  They 
secured additional nights of emergency hotel stay for 
residents, worked with local pantries to provide food, then 
two months of case management to help them find 
permanent housing solutions.    
 
“They were housed.  They were stable.  Then they were totally 
uprooted and didn’t have a lot of resources to deal with it,” 

Fetzer-Rice said.     
 
The most pressing challenge for these families was finding a 
new place to call home.  Windsor was a low-income, 
subsidized housing facility.   
 
“It’s not like there was another apartment building across 
town that you could simply move these people into,” said 
Fetzer-Rice.  “It highlights the fact that we need more 
affordable housing.” 
 
Fetzer-Rice noted the collaboration that exists among social 
service organizations in Union County.  She said that the 
American Red Cross and Union County Emergency 
Management officials were very supportive, working non-stop 
to get people re-housed.  The Salvation Army is United Way’s 
top-funded Partner Agency and its housing programs receive 
the most donor dollars, with $102,000 originally allocated in 
January for use in 2014. 
 
“If our community did not have this homeless program that 
we brought to Union County 10 years ago, this would have 
been a different conversation,” she said.  “The infrastructure 
to help these families was in place.  I don’t know who would 
have had $115,000 to house these displaced residents 
otherwise.”   



Jazmin (right) shares her carrots and her dreams with Emily, her mentor in the  Big Brothers Big Sisters Lunch Buddy 
program. 

Emily Mathys looks forward to 
her Friday lunch dates.  But 
instead of dining in a trendy 
restaurant with co-workers, 

the chiropractic assistant from Marysville meets a special 
friend outside the elementary school cafeteria.  Emily is a 
mentor in the Big Brothers Big Sisters Lunch Buddy program. 
 
“The kids bring their lunch and we either play a game or talk 
about something exciting that’s going on this week,” Emily 
said.  “Sometimes she brings up some concerns she has, and I 
feel like that’s when I can be a good role model for her if she 
has any questions.  We socialize.  We have a good time.” 
 
Emily has been paired with Jazmin Stebbins, a fourth-grader at 
Northwoods Elementary, since October.  Jazmin is one of four 
siblings and is used to competing for attention.  But for 30 
minutes each week, she gets a special friend all to herself.   
 
“Some of the kids don’t get that one-on-one time with an 
adult, and this fills a gap that is so needed,” said Melissa 
Hackett, Principal at Northwoods Elementary.  “And our kids 
just thrive.  We see all kinds of positive rewards from this 
program.  From their excitement to come to school, an increase 
in attendance, their work ethic.  They want to work hard to 
show their buddy what they’re doing and tell them about it.  
We are so appreciative of the program.  It means the world to 
the kids to have that special friend.”   

Big Brothers Big Sisters, a United Way Funded Partner, 
currently has 36 Lunch Buddy matches in three elementary 
schools in Union County and could easily facilitate more if it 
had enough volunteers.  Lunch Buddies are an offshoot of its 
traditional mentoring program that pairs an adult mentor with 
a child for a long-term relationship.  Here, the commitment is 
once a week during the school year.  Men are especially 
needed as there is a waiting list of boys to be matched.  
 
“It really helps the kids with their self-esteem,” said Nikki 
James, Big Brothers Big Sisters Union County Program 
Coordinator.  “They come out of their shells and learn to 
interact better with their peers.  They’re referred for a variety 
of reasons.  It brings consistency to their lives, and a special 
friend, specifically chosen just for them.  They know they’re 
important to someone.” 
 
On this particular day, Jazmin teases Emily about how short 
her hair looks after a recent trip to the beauty shop.  Over 
pizza and carrots, they play a game of Racko and preview 
weekend plans.   
 
“There’s such a fulfillment, a joy in me that is indescribable,” 
Emily said.  “It’s been a huge blessing for me to share a 
relationship – even with someone who’s not a family member.  
Somebody with whom you are secure and that you trust and 
they feel confident talking to you about other things.  Having a 
friend and being a true, real friend.”   

LET’S DO LUNCH! 
MID-DAY MENTORING OPPORTUNITY IMPACTS LOCAL KIDS 



Helen and Ralph Ridge.                                                                     Rose and Ray Pack   

Ralph and Helen Ridge went on their first date 73 years ago.   
 
As teenagers in love, he took her to see a movie at the 
Richwood Theater.  Today, weeks removed from their 67th 
wedding anniversary, the Taylor Township couple still drives 
into Richwood regularly.  Every Tuesday and Friday, the 
inseparable duo delivers Memorial Meals to friends and 
neighbors who gather for lunch at the Richwood Civic Center.     
 
“I love the way that they’re always together and I love the 
way that he still looks at her,” said Gaybrielle Hastings, 
Executive Director of the Richwood Civic Center.  “If you were 
to put them in a room full of people, you’d be able to watch 
his eyes and know the one that he’s in love with.” 
 
“I went with her for five years and I was so enthralled with 
how good she looked that I didn’t realize what was going on,” 
joked Ralph.  “Turns out, I was in training!  We got married 
and I’m still in training.”  
 
Throughout his life as a farmer, Ralph served on volunteer 
boards and elected committees.  14 years ago, he started 
running meals, picking them up at Memorial Hospital and 
delivering them to shut-ins throughout the county, Helen 
always at his side to help navigate. 
 
“They talk about people being back seat drivers, but I sit in 
the front seat!” laughed Helen. 
 
Stop in the Windsor and Community Seniors in Marysville 
most days and you’ll find Ray and Rose Pack.  They’ve shared 
41 years of marriage and have seven children, 16 
grandchildren, and 17 great-grandchildren all living within a 
50 mile radius.  Now they share time serving others at the 
center – particularly during lunch hour. 
 
“We came up to eat one time 18 years ago,” said Rose. “And 

after a month or so of 
watching how volunteers 
would wait tables, we 
thought, ‘We can do this!’  
And so we did.” 
 
“They are just the cutest 
little couple and they’re 
always here,” said Stacy 
Penhorwood, Coordinator of 
the Windsor & Community 
Seniors.  “They’re always so 
friendly and willing to lend a 
hand.  They’re our champion bowlers, rolling perfect 300 
games together all the time on the Wii.” 
 
The Packs hit it off when Ray drummed up the nerve to knock 
on Rose’s front door at the urging of a neighbor.  Little did 
Rose know it wasn’t a salesman calling, but her future 
husband!  Their first date was dinner at Big Boy.  Thousands 
of meals later, the Packs shared their secret to their long-
lasting relationship.      
 
“All people are different and you have to remember that in a 
marriage,” Ray said.  “I don’t expect her to be just like me and 
she doesn’t expect me to be just like her either.  So we just 
learn to give in to each other.  If you don’t like something, you 
just go along with it anyway.  That’s the way to get along.”   
 
Combined, the Ridges and Packs have shared over a century 
of love with their families.  They say sharing their love with 
the friends and neighbors they’ve met at the senior centers 
keeps them young. 
 
“I’ve met so many nice people it’s unbelievable,” said Ralph 
Ridge.  “They’ve all got smiles on their faces.  There are no 
grumpy volunteers.”   

TRUE LOVE 
LONG-WEDDED COUPLES SHARE THEIR TIME WITH OTHERS 



Volunteers keep the shelves stocked for clients at the North Union Personal Needs Pantry and Free shop.  From left to 
right:  Mary Ann Patton, Larry Lemaster, Barbara Holcomb, Jo Ann Stillings, Janet Markin, Mary Price, and Georgeann 
Charles. 

It’s just a box of toiletries.  
Paper towel.  Laundry 
detergent.  Toothpaste.  About 
$20 of items you can’t get 
with food stamps.  But it 
means the world to Peggy.  
 

The Richwood grandmother quit her job three years ago when 
circumstances begrudged her to take her grandkids into her 
home.  Now she has five children between the ages of three 
and 14 living with her.  She’s too old for this, she laughs.  But 
there’s more than a hint of seriousness under her breath.    
 
“We go through it like it’s nothing,” she said of the box of 
supplies she was ready to carry to her car.  “It’s kind of 
embarrassing to have to come in here.  I had to quit my job.  I 
was doing good.”  She pauses to hold back tears. 
 
Here, is the North Union Personal Needs Pantry and Free Shop, 
a set of four converted classrooms in the basement of the First 
United Methodist Church in Richwood.  Three times a month, a 
loyal group of eight to 10 volunteers opens the doors and 
welcomes people struggling to make ends meet.  They provide 
basic human need supplies in order to help a family feel 
confident about themselves and comfortable in their living.   
 
“There was a woman who became homeless at one point and 
she was just getting back on her feet,” said volunteer Larry 
Lemaster.  “She’d found a place to live, but didn’t have 
anything.  By coming here, she was able to get some things 
built up to where she could live comfortably.”   

On Saturday mornings when they also serve a free breakfast, it 
turns into a gathering place, with as many as 50 families 
hanging out and visiting for the duration of the pantry hours.      
 
“We want them to feel that this is a place they can come and 
be loved and respected,” said Jo Ann Stillings, a retired 
teacher and founding volunteer of the Pantry.     
 
Stillings says her instincts to help others started when she 
was teaching.  She would go to the store and buy all the 
notebooks and pencils she could by the cartload, storing them 
in her classroom closet to give to students who needed them 
throughout the year.  She still stocks up the same way today, 
watching for sales at local stores to buy pantry items in bulk 
when the price is right.  She even collects and distributes 
coupons to her clients when they come to pick up items.  
 
“I’ve become a coupon guru,” laughs Peggy, who’s learned a 
trick or two from Jo Ann to help her suddenly large family to 
get by.  “If there’s a sale, I can sniff it out!” 
 
The pantry has been a United Way Funded Partner since 2008 
and will receive $3,000 in donor support this year.   
 
“These people are all my friends, every last one of them,” said 
Stillings.  “What I do, I hope, reflects God’s love to our clients.  
I feel His love and I want to share it with others.  I don’t tell 
them so.  But I hope from our actions, from our mannerisms, 
from our interactions with them, that somehow we reflect the 
love of God.  And that they’re good people.  They just need 
some help.  And we’re blessed to be able to help them.” 

PERSONAL NEEDS   
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH 



Sherry McClaskie, Kathy Easter, and Amy Gullifer from Cannizzaro Bridges Jillisky & Streng assisted a local senior 
with his yard work.   

This was no ordinary day at the office.  735 people from area 
workplaces, schools, churches, and organizations turned 
out to work on 253 service projects on United Way’s 
Community Care Day in May.  The event, now in its 19th year, 
sends groups to work in teams of two to 30 to handle large-
scale chores requiring great manpower for social service 
agencies and spring cleaning or landscaping projects for 
area seniors.   
 
“It’s so cool,” said Drew Smarra, an Allstate insurance 
agent who participated in his first Community Care Day.  
“So many people took time from their jobs to help and it’s 
awesome to see a community come together to do that.  
When we were done with our project, it was so rewarding.  A 
couple hours, a little mulch, a few plants, and you have 
something for people to enjoy.” 
 
Smarra and his group from the Union County Young 
Professionals joined others from Honda R&D to prepare 
raised bed gardens at the Union County Senior Services 
building.   
 
Many volunteers worked on more than one project through 
the day.  A group of 10 from Honda Marysville took on a 
variety of projects for eight senior citizens, including 
Marysville resident Mary Scheiderer.  The volunteers did 
some spring cleaning inside and painted her back porch 
outside.  Jeff Pister, General Manager of the dealership, 
says the group project makes for a good team-building 
exercise. 
 
“It gets a bunch of our people from different departments to 

work together and we go out 
and meet people in the 
community,” said Jeff Pister.  
“We get a large group 
together, hang out, have 
fun, and help people.” 
 
“This is amazing,” said an 
appreciative Scheiderer.  “How else could seniors get this 
done?  I won’t even know my house when I go back in 
because it will be so shiny!”   
 
Around the corner, Nyla Bowersmith had a trio of Marysville 
High School Student Council members landscaping her 
property in preparation for a weekend celebration.   
 
“I’m having a big cookout on Memorial Day because it’s my 
Mom’s 99th birthday and we usually have the party here in 
my backyard,” Bowersmith said.  “So I try to get as much 
done before that day so it is ready.  This really helps out!” 
 
“It’s important because the students get the chance to give 
back to the community that has supported them through 
their childhood,” said Angie Adkins, the Marysville High 
School Student Council Advisor.  “We look forward to this 
day.”   
 
“I joined our First United Methodist Church team for yard 
cleaning, hedge trimming, tree pruning, and mowing to the 
joyful delight of the senior residents,” said Ness Gacusan.  
“Giving back is a wonderful feeling of accomplishment and 
joy.  It is an awesome experience beyond any imagination.” 

COMMUNITY SHINES ON CARE DAY  
VOLUNTEER EVENT GIVES OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE BACK 



Walmart led the way this year, filling 38 of the 125 boxes collected for Stuff the Bus!  That included 11 shopping carts 
full that were collected on the drive’s final day when volunteers staffed the store’s entrances alerting shoppers to the 
project. 

STUFF A BUS 
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE FILLS TWO BUSES! 

Based on the community response, we should re-name 
our school supply drive “Stuff the Buses.”  That’s 
because the 125 boxes of items like crayons, pencils, 
folders, and glue sticks collected during the summer 
long drive filled not one, but two local school buses! 
 
29 businesses and organizations signed on to serve as 
collection sites.  Staff and residents at the Central Ohio 
Youth Center sorted the collected items for distribution 
to all schools in the Fairbanks, Jonathan Alder, 
Marysville, and North Union districts in advance of the 
new year. 
 
The Marysville Walmart led the way with a whopping 38 
boxes of supplies.  For four weeks, they promoted the 
drive and encouraged shoppers to pick up an item to 
donate while they were in the store.  11 shopping carts 
were collected on the last day alone, when volunteers 
stood outside the store to heighten awareness. 
 
At Enchanted Care Learning Center in Marysville, 
students spent their summer savings after conducting a 

car wash, bake sale, and more.  This was the fourth year 
students have adopted United Way’s school supply drive 
as a community service project.  After raising the money, 
the kids were taken to the store to buy the items that 
they donated to the project.   
 
“They get to pick out things they like,” Vigansky said.  
“Last year, there was a girl who picked out all items with 
a zebra print because it was her favorite and she wanted 
another girl to have the same things.  It really hit home 
for her.  As adults, we might not think of that. 
 
“We tried to find a project in which the kids could help 
people their own age,” she said.  “It helps them realize 
that things are expensive, that things cost money, that 
their parents are buying their school supplies and that 
there are kids in the community who don’t have those 
kinds of things.  As a child, you might not know that.” 
 
All families needing access to supplies collected are 
encouraged to contact their school guidance counselor 
throughout the school year. 



58 players came out to help raise over $2,600 for our Youth Arts & Recreation Grant Fund at the annual Putt FORE 
Kids Mini-Golf Challenge in June.  This year’s event is being re-branded as “Play For Kids,” will be held on a 
Saturday (June 13), and include  a sand volleyball tournament as a part of the festivities.   

SPECIAL EVENTS 
RAISING DOLLARS AND AWARENESS 

Volunteers collected two pick-up trucks worth of food and $1,052 during 
our first-ever Pantry Drive on Opening Day of the Union County Fair. 

True Oldies 1270 gave us their airwaves for an entire day in November, 
allowing us to raise awareness and $7,157 toward our campaign. 

PANTRY DRIVE AT THE FAIR RADIOTHON 



They say April showers bring May flowers.  But April May will bring special events to United Way.  May is the new Event 
Coordinator for the organization.  “There is a comment nearly every time I tell someone my full name,” May laughed.  “I 
always respond with humor.  I suppose it could have been worse.  I was born in April, but due in May.  So I guess my 
Mom could have named me May May!” 

April May has been orchestrating special events since she 
was a teenager. 
 
“When I was 15, my stepfather, a musician and teacher, 
wanted to produce a jazz festival showcasing school 
children in the local music program,” she said.  “I had the 
privilege of coordinating all the student volunteers and 
judges.  This was the start of my love for event planning!” 
 
Now, May has the privilege of event planning for United 
Way of Union County.  She is the new Event Coordinator for 
the organization, where she will be working directly with 
volunteers to produce events that raise awareness and 
dollars for United Way throughout the year.  
 
“I’m looking most forward to working with people who are 
passionate about giving back and paying it forward,” May 
said.  “I’ve received help in my own times of need, just like 
most of us have.  I can’t return the favor to those who have 
helped me because they don’t need the help.  Working for 
United Way is my opportunity to pay that kindness 
forward.” 
 
May comes to United Way from the American Ceramic 

Society, where she coordinated up to 15 conferences and 
trade shows a year across the country with attendees up to 
4,500 people.  The biggest event she ever put together was 
a Relay for Life for the American Cancer Society in Monroe 
County, Michigan that attracted 6,500 participants and 
raised over $450,000. 
 
May relishes the chance to fit in and make an impact in a 
small town like Marysville. 
 
“I love how welcoming everyone is!” May noted about her 
first week on the job.  “I’m new to the community and it 
warms my heart that everyone wants me to feel at home.  
Plus, there’s the devotion of my co-workers and volunteers 
to what is best for Union County.  It’s a part of every 
conversation and decision we make.  That’s how it should 
be!” 
 
“The United Way is pleased to welcome May to our small 
staff and is confident that her past event planning 
experience will be an asset to our organization,” said Shari 
Marsh, United Way’s Executive Director.  “Special events 
are one way our organization is able to raise funds that 
ultimately benefit the community.” 

WELCOME, APRIL MAY! 
NEW EVENT COORDINATOR JOINS STAFF 



Incoming United Way President Mike Rose remembers his 
fondest moment as a volunteer. 
 
“The most rewarding experience I have had with United Way 
occurred about five years ago on Community Care Day,” he 
said.  “Along with several co-workers, I was helping to 
insulate a basement for an elderly gentleman in Northern 
Union County.  This gentleman was so thrilled to have us 
there helping him, and he spent much of the time telling us 
all about his collections of ‘treasures’.  I couldn’t have been 
more pleased with that day.  We were all happy to help him 
and he was just as tickled that we were there.” 
 
Now, Rose encourages others to begin making their own 
memories by getting involved in the community.    
 
“If someone is considering volunteering, I would encourage 
them to start small,” said Rose.  “Volunteer for a single event 
or serve on a committee.   No matter what type of volunteer 
work they decide to do, volunteering is an amazing 
opportunity to ‘pay it forward.’”   
 
“If someone is thinking about getting involved in a volunteer 
capacity, I would first commend them on their willingness to 
take time out of their busy life to make a difference by helping 

their community,” said Marty 
Shroyer, who will be starting 
his first term as a United Way Trustee this month.  “Next, I 
would highly encourage them to explore all of the various 
volunteer opportunities that exist through the United Way of 
Union County as they will likely identify an area 
that aligns with their interest level and schedule.” 
 
Shroyer is right.  There are many upcoming one-time special 
events and ongoing committee projects that require 
assistance.  With just three staff members, United Way relies 
heavily on volunteers.    
 
A host of upcoming special events offer chances for folks to 
volunteer with small groups of family, friends, or co-workers.  
Log on to www.unitedwayofunioncounty.org and click 
VOLUNTEER to enter our “Get Connected” portal, where you 
can sign up for activities that interest you and meet your 
schedule. 
  
“The needs in the community are more pressing and 
numerous than most of us realize,” said Board Member David 
Drummond. “Helping others is an important element of 
happiness for most people and we all have a limited time on 
this earth to make a difference.” 

Volunteers Angela Gamble and Christina McDermott staff an information booth at the Taste of Marysville.  On-going 
and one-time volunteer opportunities abound with United Way.  Log onto www.unitedwayofunioncounty.org and 
click VOLUNTEER to visit our “Get Connected” portal of opportunities available for you and your family.   

RESOLVE TO GET INVOLVED 
SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER 



OUR OPERATIONS 
2015-16 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
The United Way of Union County has been a 
valued community partner since it was founded 
in 1958.  It is governed by an active and 
responsible governing body whose members 
serve three-year terms, have no material conflict 
of interest, and serve without compensation.   
(* denotes new trustees) 
 
TERMS EXPIRING 2016 
KARA BROWN, Union County Board of DD 
BRUCE BULLERMAN, Richwood Banking Company 
DAVID DRUMMOND, Union County resident 
SCOTT FAILOR, Nationwide 
DON PICHÉ, ContiTech 
CHUCK SATTLER, Select Sires 
BEN VOLLRATH, Dayton Power & Light 
 
TERMS EXPIRING 2017 
TONY EUFINGER, Eufinger Law Offices 
DAVE GLEESON, Memorial Hospital of Union County 
SHERIFF JAMIE PATTON, Union County Sheriff’s Office   
MARTY SHROYER, Scotts Miracle-Gro 
JOEL WOLF, UCO Industries 
KEN YUNKER, Nestle PTC 
 
TERMS EXPIRING 2018 
LUANNE BECKSTEDT, Marysville Resident 
SHERRI COLEMAN, Nationwide 
* DIANE MANKINS, Marysville Schools 
SYLVIA MINSHALL-DYER, Nestle PTC 
* CINDY RITTER, Marysville Resident 
MIKE ROSE, Union Rural Electric 
* EVAN SMITH, Liberty National Bank 
 
OUTGOING TRUSTEES—TERMS EXPIRING 3/15  
MARY ANN CONLEY, Marysville Schools 
JIM McFARLANE, Metermall USA 
DONNIE PARROTT, Parrott Implement 
 
2014-15 OFFICERS 
KEN YUNKER, President; MIKE ROSE, Vice-President; 
TONY EUFINGER, Past President; DAVID DRUMMOND, 
Treasurer, BRUCE BULLERMAN, Assistant Treasurer, 
SYLVIA MINSHALL-DYER, Secretary; SHERRI COLEMAN, 
Assistant Secretary. 
 

STAFF 
SHARI MARSH, Executive Director 
DAVE BEZUSKO, Campaign & PR Director 
APRIL MAY, Event Coordinator 
 
CONTACT US 
OFFICE:  232 N. MAIN STREET, SUITE UW 
MAIL:  P.O. BOX 145     MARYSVILLE, OHIO 43040 
PHONE:  (937) 644-8381 
WEB:  WWW.UNITEDWAYOFUNIONCOUNTY.ORG 

AN OPEN-BOOK POLICY 
In an effort to be as accountable as possible, 
United Way is open and transparent when it 
comes to its financial records.  Monthly 
statements are compiled by an independent 
CPA (Conrad, Leibold, Woerner & Company), 
and our annual audit is conducted by another 
independent firm (Holbrook & Manter, CPAs).  
These documents are available by request.  In 
addition, our annual IRS Tax Form 990 and 
annual audit are both available for review at 
www.unitedwayofunioncounty.org. 
 

2014 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT  (UNAUDITED) 
LINE ITEM    AMOUNT 
Total revenue & other support       $832,931.88 
Designated gifts to Partner Agencies            
     and other United Ways                $126,491.24 
Program expenses               ($723,990.95) 
Fundraising expenses                     ($186,749.16) 
Administration expenses                 ($52,631.23) 
United Way Worldwide Dues            ($6,712.48) 
Total Year-End Assets              $1,111,629.39 
 
MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 
Each year, United Way of Union County must 
prove that it meets 13 requirements for United 
Way of America membership along with the 
verification of the status of 46 indicators that 
demonstrate it embodies the intent of the 
membership requirements.  Partner Agencies 
of the United Way of Union County pay no 
dues or service fees to be a part of our 
federation.  Relations with Partner Agencies 
follow the Statement of Understanding found 
in United Way of Union County’s Fund 
Distribution Manual. 
 
RECAP OF 2014-15 BOARD MEETINGS 
The United Way Board of Trustees met at 7:30 a.m. 
at the United Way office on these dates:  Apr. 16; 
May 14; June 18; Aug. 20; Sept. 17; Oct. 15; Nov. 19; 
Jan. 21, 2015; Feb. 18, 2015; and Mar. 18, 2015.      

 
SCHEDULE OF 2015-16 BOARD MEETINGS 
Future meetings of the United Way Board of 
Trustees are scheduled for 7:30 a.m. at the United 
Way office on these dates:  Apr. 15; May 13; June 
17; Aug. 18; Sept. 16; Oct. 21; Nov. 18; Jan. 20, 
2016; Feb. 17, 2016; and Mar. 16, 2016.      


